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Dear Parish Family,                                                                                                                                                        
 Cats are not known for their humility.  Thousands of years ago, 
cats were worshipped as gods.  Apparently they have not forgotten this.  No one has ever been able to 
train eight cats to pull a sled through the snow.  Mark Twain observed that cats are the only creatures that 
won’t be subject to the lash.  They seem to exalt themselves and get away with it.  Perhaps cats are the 
only exception to the Bible teaching, about humility, in today’s gospel.   
  
Humans know the advantages of trying to appear humble.  In 1902, Mark Twain wrote, “On the whole, it 
is better to deserve honors and not have them than to have them and not deserve them.”  Then he warned, 
“There’s a breed of humility which itself is a species of showing off.”   
 
We jump at the invitation of Jesus to spend eternity in paradise, and we may even imagine our entry into 
heaven with song and fanfare.  Our gospel today invites us to imagine instead that we will find our way 
through humility.  This is the narrow gate that Jesus referred to in last Sunday’s gospel, and we will be 
wise not to wait until the end to discover it.  It stands open to us every day of our lives. 
 
In our First Reading today, the writer of the Book of Sirach invites us to see humility as a strength not a 
weakness, and we should strive to cultivate it in our lives.  It is not a passive weakness or lack of resis-
tance.  Humility, like faith, is an active virtue of positive trust.  It is one of the attributes associated with 
Israel’s long-awaited Messiah (Zechariah 9:9; Isaiah 53:7).  In the Psalms, the virtuous are described as 
being humble in that they put all their trust in God, who is the source of all greatness (Psalms 10:17; 
22:26; 25:9; 34:2; and 37:11).   
 
In direct opposition to the humble person is the person of hubris or arrogance and pride.  These have  
already received their reward, but the humble will know the favor of God.  In our gospel today and 
throughout the gospels, Jesus calls us to aspire to the truth that is humility, while avoiding the proud  
posturing of the self-important.   
 
Humility should first be accompanied by gratitude.  We should recognize that all gifts and talents come 
from God.  Only those who acknowledge that they are needy have the openness necessary to realize that 
God’s gifts are freely given, not rewards for a job well done.  We cannot repay God for what has been 
done for us.  This is the kind of humility recommended by Sirach in our First Reading: “Humble yourself 
the more, the greater you are.”   
 
Secondly, humility requires that we see that these gifts and talents were not given for personal advantage 
but for the service of others.  It is not what one has that is important, but what one does with it that is  
important.  Humility demands that one use one’s talents to the greatest extent possible.   
 
Thirdly, everyone, even the greatest among us, has to admit one’s dependence upon others.  Despite the 
great accomplishments one achieves, everyone is dependent upon the goodness and generosity of others – 
parents, teachers and friends.   
 
Above all we have to admit that we are still basically receivers, not givers.  In those areas of life that are 
most important, we must be humble receivers.  We receive life, we receive love, and we receive forgive-
ness – all because others, most importantly God, are generous, not because we deserve it.   

        In Christ’s love, 
        Fr. Bob 

A Message from the Pastor 
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Sunday, August 29 ~ Twenty-second Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time 
 PSR (Children’s Liturgy begins Sept. 12) 
     8:30 a.m. Mass  
     9:45 a.m. Children’s Liturgy Meeting/Joseph Room 
   10:30 a.m. Hispanic Teacher Training/Mary Room 
   11:00 a.m. Mass 
     1:00 p.m. Misa en Español 
     2:30 p.m. Hispanic PSR Registration 
     3:00 p.m. Grief Support Meeting/Mary Room 
     4:00 p.m. Youth Choir Practice 
     5:00 p.m. Mass 
Monday, August 30  
 8:00 a.m. Mass 
     2:00 p.m. School Faculty Meeting/Joseph Room  
     2:00 p.m. Girl Scouts/Multi-Purpose Room 
     5:30 p.m. Mass 
Tuesday, August 31 
      8:00 a.m. Mass 
      2:00 p.m. School Choir Practice 
      6:00 p.m. Home & School Open House 
      7:00 p.m. Misa en Español 
      7:00 p.m. Breaking Open the Word/Parish Office 
Wednesday, September 1 
      6:30 a.m. Mass 
      7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship/Joseph Room 
      9:00 a.m. Mass 
      9:00 a.m. English Second Language/Joseph Room 
    11:30 a.m. Funeral Luncheon Teams Meeting/Parish 
  Hall 
      5:30 p.m. Mass 
      6:00 p.m. Confirmation Team Meeting/Mary Room 

Thursday, September 2 
     8:00 a.m. Mass 
     5:30 p.m. Memorial Mass 
Friday, September 3 ~ FIRST FRIDAY 
     8:00 a.m. Mass 
     8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
 Sacrament in the Chapel 
     9:00 a.m. English Second Language/Joseph Room 
Saturday,  September 4 
     3:30 p.m.-4:15 p.m. Confessions 
     4:30 p.m.  Mass 
Sunday, September 5 ~ Twenty-third Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time 
 NO PSR (Children’s Liturgy begins Sept. 12) 
     8:30 a.m. Mass  
   11:00 a.m. Mass 
   11:30 a.m. Hispanic PSR Open House 
     1:00 p.m. Misa en Español 
     2:30 p.m. Quinceañera/Chapel 
     4:00 p.m. Youth Choir Practice 
     5:00 p.m. Mass 
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There is a sign up sheet in the vestibule of the 
church to volunteer in hour increments for  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Stewardship Report for August 21 & 22 
Offertory: $24,127 

RCIA—Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
If you or someone you know would like to 
learn more about the Catholic faith, please      
call the Parish Office at 871-1153 for  more   
  information.  RCIA will begin   
           Wednesday, September 15th at  
     7pm in the Joseph Room. 
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�The Parish is in need of volunteers that 

are willing to help wash and iron the 
linens we use at each Mass.  Instruc-

tions will be provided.  If you are inter-
ested in helping, please contact the   

Parish Office, 871-1153. 

NEXT WEEKEND 
SEPTEMBER 4 & 5 
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We offer sympathy and pray for the  
happy repose of the soul of  ~ 

 
+Angel Cuevas, husband of Carmelita ,  
father of Angelica, Carlos, Cesar, and 

Nayeli 

The Special Programs Commission has learned of some programs that could be of interest to seniors 
and other parishioners.  We would like to have two speakers but first we need to determine which of 
these programs you are interested in: 
· “Depression in our Senior Population” speaker: Garry Grayson, M.D. 
· “Estate Planning” speaker: Clark Collier, Esq. 
· “Medicare and Medicaid” speaker: Lynn Campisi, P.C. 
· “Dementia” speaker: Michael Remillard, M.D. 
· “Medication Management” speaker: Anita Pritchett 
Please call the Parish Office or email: saintfrancis@sfxbirmingham.com and let us know which of 
these programs you are most interested in attending.  Please respond by September 3rd.  The sessions 
will take place on a Sunday afternoon sometime in the fall, 3:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
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Grief Support Session—Our next session 
is scheduled for THIS WEEKEND,     
Sunday, August 29th in the Mary Room 
from 3p-5p.  This session is open to any 
bereaved person.  For more information 
contact Sister Jane at the Parish Office, 
871-1153. 

Vocation View—Humility is needed for 
those who choose to serve.  Are  you able to 
recognize your gifts and offer them in hum-
ble service?  (Luke 14:1, 7-14)  We pray for 
our Church, may we serve others with       
humility.     Sponsored by the Serra Club 

BUNCO RETURNS!  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH 

1:00 P.M ~ JOSEPH ROOM 

Special Night Out is a program sponsored by 
Family Life ministries.  On the 2nd Saturday of 
the month, child care will be provided for fami-
lies that have children with special needs.  Chil-
dren with disabilities, as well as there siblings, 
will have a night of fun in the parish gym and 
nursery.  Child care begins at 6:00 PM and will 
end at 9:00 PM.  Please call Dan and Mary Roth 
at the Family Life office at 803-5425 for more 
information. 
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Monday, August 30 
  8:00 a.m. Julie Gutierrez (INT) 
  5:30 p.m. Robert Chandler, Jr. (RIP) 
Tuesday, August 31 
  8:00 a.m. Liliana Fabré (INT) 
  7:00 p.m. Jack Miller (RIP) 
Wednesday, September 1 
  6:30 a.m. Haydee Castro (RIP) 
  9:00 a.m. Mary Acquafredda (INT) 
  5:30 p.m. Lynn Wilkins (RIP) 
Thursday, September 2 
  8:00 a.m. Bennie Mangina (RIP) 
  5:30 p.m. J. C. Pocopanni (RIP) 
Friday, September 3 
  8:00 a.m. Mark Caperton (RIP) 
Saturday, September 4 
  4:30 p.m. Patsy Grover (RIP) 
Sunday, September 5 
  8:30 a.m. Theresa DeMarco (RIP) 
11:00 a.m. Dub Perry (RIP) 
  1:00 p.m. Sam Ciulla (RIP) 
  5:00 p.m. For the Parish   

Please keep the following brave people in 
your prayers who are serving our  

country:  
Anthony Palladino, son of Tom & Teresa Palladino 
Marshall Buford, son of Sherrill Ford 
Michael Shell, grandson of Tom & Virginia Swatek 
Christopher Sabens, grandson of Vincent Bordenca 
Michael Jones, grandson of Annette Butero 
Dylan Mack, son of John & Elaine Mack 
Chris Knudsen, son-in-law of Tony & Marilyn Left 
Joshua Roberta, son of Frank & Barbara Roberta  
Michael & Steven Park, sons of Dr. Paul & Kay Park  
Jan K. Gleiman, son-in-law of George & Sharon Gilmore 
Taylor Prewett, godson of Peggy Trechsel 
Paul Byrne III , son of Linda & the late Matt Byrne & the 
 grandson of Jane & Paul Byrne, Sr.  
John Matthew Oliver, nephew of Michael & Jennifer Oliver 
Scott Natter, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan 
Joseph Natter, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan 
Kelly Natter, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan 
Courtney Natter, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan 
Jackie Natter, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan 
Tommy Landers, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan 
Kate Jensen, daughter of Steve Jensen 
James Venable, son of Kathryn Venable 
Morgan Jordan, nephew of Sue Goodman 
Wade Edwards, nephew of Mr. & Mrs. Harry Rucks 
Adam Bertella, grandson of Onzelle Bertella 
Christopher Sherwood, great-nephew of Jeanne Brown 
Timothy Loney, cousin of Jeanne Brown 
David C. Behan, grandson of Mary Behan 
Ross V. Gagliano, son of John & Penny Gagliano 
Sam N. Alfano, Jr, nephew of Paul & Teena Scalici 
Stephen LeBlanc, nephew of Jeannie Petitjean 
James Stanley Mackin III, grandson of Stan & Mary Jo  
     Mackin 
Jeffrey M. Walker, son of Jeannie Walker 
Tyler S. Brasfield, grandson of Nicki Brasfield 
Anthony Andreotti, great-nephew of Jeanne Brown 
James M. Stamper, son of James & Mary Stamper 
Andrew Gravlee, nephew of Norman Miranda 
Lt. Loring S. Jones IV, godchild of Rissett Gutierrez 
Douglas Wozniak, grandson of Bill Coughlin 
Timothy V. Wallace, nephew of Evie V. Guevara 
Gene Ledet, son of Greg & Janet Ledet 
Marita Lopez, niece of Greg & Janet Ledet 
Stephen Reifsteck, cousin of Nancy Wooldridge 
Andrew Starrett, grandnephew of Clement, Viola & Mary 
 Anne Laurence 
Teresa Diane Davis, niece of Frank & Barbara Roberta 
John R. Lehman II, son of John & Josie Lehman 
Scott Yarbro, grandson of Edith Waldrop 
Larry West, Jr., grandson of Louise West 
Joshua Hanson, grandson of Marion Hartley 

Fr. Jim Mulvaney 
Monserrat Grece Perez 
 Aguilar 
Joseline Perez Aguilar 
Karen Michelle Perez 
 Aguilar 
Annie Angeles 
Tom Banks 
Wally Barker 
John Bass 
Carole Bergeron 
Cyril Bergeron 
Vincent Bordenca 
Trish Carey 
Dr. Cecil Coghlan 
Gerry Durward 
Liliana Fabré 
Dorothy Fredella 
Frank Fredella 
Virginia Gallo 
Patty Gilbert 
George Hackney 

Martha Hale 
John Hankins 
Martin LaRussa 
Carolyn Lueken 
Van Marcus 
Bob McBride 
Vanessa McConville 
Richard Mickwee 
Phillip Ryan Penney 
Rob Rookis 
Jean Salidas 
Debbie Sawyer 
Phyllis Scalici 
Evelyn Schmalz 
Meredith Schutts 
Fred Sciara 
Sadie Semk 
Alice Sherrill 
Evelyn Smiley 
Fe Smith 
Angie Sullivan 
Mary Zicarelli 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK 
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PUBLIX PAYS!  SFX School receives a percentage of every dollar 
spent each time you shop and use your Publix Key Card.  Key 
Cards are available in the vestibule of the church or in the  
school office.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

“I Choose a Challenge” 

This year the school theme is “I Choose a Challenge”.  The theme is inspired by the life of our Pa-
tron, St. Francis Xavier, and is based on the book Do Hard Things by Alex and Brett Harris.  Each 
month our school community will be engaged with an exciting challenge.  For August, the challenge 
is “Do hard things that take you out of your comfort zone.” 
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St. William Catholic Church in Guntersville will host its 40th Annual Festival on 
Saturday, September 4 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at Civitan Park.  The festival will 
feature its usual delicious Creole-style gumbo and boiled spicy Cajun shrimp as 

well as fresh crawfish, fried catfish, and BBQ chicken.  The drive-thru will open at 
7:30 a.m., selling gumbo by the quart and boiled shrimp by the pound.  Also avail-
able will be raffle tickets for $2 each or 6/$10.  Prizes include $1000 cash, two tick-

ets to the 2010 Alabama/Auburn game, and a set of four tires.  More information 
can be found at our web site: www.stwilliamchurch.com/festival. 
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PSR Special Needs Class:  Starting in September, 
the PSR will offer a religious education class for 
special needs students. If you or someone you 

know might be interested in such a program, please 
email Daniel McCormick at sfx.dre@gmail.com. 

We would like to offer a one-to-one teacher/
student learning environment and so your email 
will help us to gauge the interest in the program. 

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS 
· Sunday, Sept 12th:  All 9th-12th grade students are invited to join us for our High School Youth 

Kick-Off, 6 pm in the Parish Hall 
· Wednesday, Sept 15th:  All 6th-8th grade students are invited to join us for our Middle School 

Youth Group Kick-Off, 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall 
· Friday, Sept 24th:  9th-12th Grade Lock-In, 7pm 
· Oct. 8-10th – High School Fall Retreat 
 
Girls’ Group: Our Girls’ Group is open to all girls in 8th-12th grade. Join us for discussions, service 
projects, and fun out on the town. The goal is to give girls a chance to discuss the topics that interest 
them and the issues they face in a Christian environment in which they can help each other to grow as 
women of God.  
 
Theology of the Body for Teens (continued): We will continue our much loved Theology of the 
Body Class for teens this Fall.  The class has only 12 meetings. Both new students as well as those 
who attended last fall are welcome to join us. Theology of the Body for Teens presents the two hottest 
topics on the planet--God and sex--and "marries" them through Pope John Paul II's compelling vision 
for love and life. Theology of the Body for Teens answers the questions teens have about relationships, 
issues on sexual morality, and how they were uniquely created for greatness. Sign up today for this 
eye-opening and life-changing class.  Classes will take place on Sunday mornings during PSR. 
 
Contact Alicia Sampedro, Youth Director, for more information or to sign up your child for one of our 
programs or events. Email: youth@sfxbirmingham.com.  Phone: 803-5402. 

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 
meetings are held every Tuesday  

evening at 7pm in the Parish Office 
conference room.  Please plan to 

participate in this discussion group that focuses 
on the upcoming Sunday Scripture readings. 
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Cleaning out your home, closets, or garage?  
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in 
Huffman will be happy to pick up any         
unwanted household items, furniture, and 
clothing you may have for our annual Labor 
Day Festival garage sale.  (Please note: 
SFX will NOT be holding a sale this year.)  A 
portion of the proceeds from the event will 
go to foreign missions and other charitable 
causes around the city.  To arrange for a 
pick up please call 836-2274 or 329-0942. 

Have you begun to read the Bible only to lose interest? 
If you have ever wanted to read the Bible but stopped in frustration or confusion then The Bible 
Timeline study is for you. This study makes reading the Bible not only easy but even exciting. 

The Bible was not written as a linear story, so when most people start to read it they quickly lose 
the narrative thread. But in The Bible Timeline you will get the “big picture” of salvation his-

tory. Perhaps for the first time in your life you will understand the overview of the Bible 
story. The Bible Timeline study will be offered at St. Francis Xavier on Tuesday evenings at  

6:30 p.m. starting September 14th with a second session Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. To learn more, 
call Mark McCoy at 661-3693 or email SFXBibleStudy@gmail.com. 

The Benedictine Sisters       
Retreat Center will host an 
Introduction to Centering 
Prayer retreat in Cullman on 
September 3-5.  This form of 
Christian prayer is rooted in 

the ancient Christian contemplative tradition 
and is intended to foster a deeper intimacy 
with Christ.  Private rooms and the ability to 
maintain silence are required.  The cost for the 
weekend is $195/person for a private room; 
lodging, meals, and linens are included.  For 
registration information, contact the Benedic-
tine sisters Retreat Center at (256) 734-8302 
or email: retreats@shmon.org. 

Spring Hill College Birmingham Extension 
Adult Theology Program 

(graduate, undergraduate, audit): 3 credit hours 
Pauline Letters and Theology, (Biblical).  HYBRID 
COURSE (Online coursework begins September 11 
with two class meetings/Saturday, Oct. 2 and Satur-
day, November 20/ 9a-4p at the Diocesan Office, 
downtown Birmingham).  Instructor: Dr. Timothy 
Carmody.  Dr. Carmody has a Ph.D. in Biblical 
Studies from The Catholic University of America.  
He has been on the faculty at Spring Hill College 
since 1989.  For more information, please call     
838-8300 or email: theologybirmingham@shc.edu.   

“YOU’LL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN ” 
 This is the comment many people make who have 
traveled to the Holy Land. The St. Francis Xavier T rippers 
accompanied by Father John McDonald will be traveli ng to 
Israel and the Holy Land next spring departing Apri l 27 and 
returning May 5, 2011.   
 Walk in the footsteps of the Lord with your 
friends!  Nine days including visits to Caesarea, N azareth, 
the Basilica of the Annunciation, Cana, Tiberias, C aper-
naum, Mount of Beatitudes, Sea of Galilee, Transfig uration 
Church, Tel Megiddo, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Mount of Oli ves, Via 
Dolorosa, Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Wailing Wal l, 
Mount Zion, Bethlehem, and the Church of the Nativi ty.  
 Per person rates:  Double $3199; single $3699;   
Triple 3169 (terms). Included in the price: hotel t ransfers, 
hotels, land tour with professional tour guide, rou nd trip 
from Birmingham Airport, 15 meals! 
 For complete details, come to a travel show on  
Sunday, September 12th at 3 pm in the Joseph Room. See 
slides of where you will visit, have questions answ ered by 
our travel representative.  
 
For further information, contact Deacon George at 9 67-0900 
or email gnm13@att.net.    Limited space - reserve early!  

“The proof of love is in the works. Where love 
exists, it works great things. But when it 

ceases to act, it ceases to exist.” 
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Date 
Extraordinary 
Ministers of  

Holy Communion 
Lectors Altar Servers Ushers Greeters Sacristans 

Sat. 
Sept. 4 
 
4:30 pm 
 
 

A. Butero 
K. Collier 
B. Coughlin 
L. Hines 
F. Savage 
G. Savage 
C. Sellers* 

J. Coleman Jr. 
M. Van Tassel 
M. Thornton 

SS–A. Matte 
CB-R. Johnson 
AS–B. Flemming 
AS–L. Flemming 
 
 

M. Bacher 
C. Grover 
I. Bacher 
K. Baggio 
B. Baggio 
J. Coleman III 
B. McLean 
C. Sellers 

L. Flemming 
C. Pritchard 
M. Pritchard 

S. Anthony 
L. Lucas 
E. Brookings 

Sunday 
Sept. 5 
 
8:30 am 
 
 

R. Carmody* 
A. Naughton 
B. Semk 
S. Spielberger 
B. Tatarek 
A. Troncale 
T. Tucker 
K. Tucker 
D. White 

A. Cicio 
Y. Shelfer 
R. Carmody 

SS-B. Shelfer 
CB–A. M. Perri 
AS–H. Lucas 
AS–A. Shelfer 
 
 

M. Anderton 
J. Buckley 
K. Giglio 
J. Hinnegan 
B. Luckie 
C. Romei 
H. Williams 
M. Williams 

B. Cicio 
J. Miree 
T. Scalici 

 

Sunday 
Sept. 5 
 
11 am 
 
 

J. J. Antonio* 
J. Antonio 
M. Behan 
V. Laurence 
 
Need Volunteers 

G. Gumina 
B. Parish 
P. Sharbel 

SS–J. Neumeier 
CB–R. Grondines 
AS–C. Grondines 
AS-A. Grondines 
 
 

A. Falletta 
B. Kattus 
M. Keely 
D. Pappas 
B. Parish 
D. Schmalz 
Need Volunteers 

A. Vaphiades 
E. Welsh 

 

Sunday 
Sept. 5 
 
5:00 pm 
 
 

S. Clark 
B. Grundhoefer 
S. Mee 
D. Nanos 
B. Peterson* 
Y. Peterson 
D. Roth 

J. Biasini 
J. Walston 
B. Peterson 

SS–M. Holder 
CB–A. Rucks 
AS-M. Carey 
AS–M. Smalenski 
 
 
 
 

Need Volunteers M. Roth 
M. Vucovich 

 

HAVE YOU RECENTLY MOVED?   
PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR PARISH RECORDS CURRENT! 

(PLEASE PRINT)                 
NAME:___________________________________________________TEL. #_____________________ 

OLD ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________ 

NEW ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________ 

MAIL TO: SFX, 2 XAVIER CIRCLE, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35213 ~ OR DROP IN THE OFFERTORY.      
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ATTENTION: FUNERAL LUNCHEON TEAMS—A luncheon meeting has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 1st in the Parish Hall at 11:30 a.m. All Team Leaders will be asked to evalu-
ate their team and the service provided to the bereaved of our community for the past year and make 

recommendations regarding improving this ministry of Christian hospitality.  Please contact your 
Team Leader by Monday, August 30th, if you plan  to attend this luncheon meeting.   

CATHOLIC BOOKS TO READ 
Fr. Bob’s Book Club 

 
Aug. The Jesuit Guide to Almost Everything: A 
 Spirituality for Real Life by James Martin, 
 S. J.  
July Lord, To Whom Shall We Go? Lessons from 
 the Apostle Peter by Abp. Timothy Dolan 
June The Questioner’s Prayer by Bishop Robert
 Baker 
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