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Dear Parish Family, A Message from the Pastqr

In his bookThe Ten Greatest Gifts | Give My Childreuthor Steven Vannoy shares with
readers the privileges of parenting and of passimtp the next generation the strengths that will b
needed to live healthy and holy lives. Among thgifis are integrity and responsibility. With the
gift of responsibility young people learn to takearge of their own lives; with the gift of integrt
they learn to help others work through the circuamses they face.

Saint Paul was gifted with both integrity and m@sqbility and he handed them on to others.

In our second reading today we hear about thatdimgnon” (from Saint Paul to Onesimus). One-
simus was a fugitive slave who had run away frosnnhaster, Philemon, a Christian of Colossae.
Saint Paul loves Onesimus as a father loves a lsowerses 10 and 12, his love is obvious throdngh t
use of the terms “my child” and “my heart.”

Onesimus became a brother to Saint Paul, in Clyshis conversion and was useful to him
(the name Onesimus means “useful”). Itis withicence that Saint Paul sends him back to Phile-
mon, because he had proven to be helpful to Saimtds he was in prison. Because Onesimus had
“run away” from his master he could have been putdath upon his return. Saint Paul does not force
his hand with Philemon, but asks that he “do whairoper.” He appeals to the mercy and forgiving
nature of Philemon, asking that he value Onesinoa®nly as a slave but also as a fellow human be-
ing, a beloved brother of the Christian faith ascharoung disciple. Under Saint Paul’s tutelage,
Onesimus had learned responsibility and integnioyy Saint Paul is asking Philemon to recognize
and appreciate these gifts in Onesimus and exditwse same gifts toward him in all generosity.

It is difficult to understand the full nature o&ift Paul’s request. Did he hope that Philemon
would free Onesimus? Did he want Onesimus to belssck to him to aid him in his ministry? Or,
did he just want the assurance that Onesimus wmtlthe punished for running away? These ques-
tions remain unanswered, because we only havehtie conversation. We do not have Philemon’s
response. Nevertheless, despite the unanswerstians— and despite the fact that, as much as we
would have liked him to, Saint Paul does not isswendemnation of the institution of slavery — $ain
Paul’'s Letter to Philemon remains a valuable letter

Through this brief piece of personal correspondene are offered a glimpse into the manner
in which Saint Paul’s theological insights affectes pastoral concerns. The letter is permeatéd wi
the conviction that the Christian lives in profourwhnection to Christ and that the Christian’s lveha
ior must reflect that connection. Whereas othereray his contemporaries would have regarded
slaves as “mere tools,” Saint Paul would have Riole see Onesimus as “a beloved brother, as a
man” and to welcome him as he would have welconadt®aul, himself (verse 17).

While we do not know the aftermath of the leteEnne scholars suggest that Onesimus became
an important leader in the Church. In ColossiafsHe is described as “the faithful and beloved
brother who is one of yourselves.” One traditideritifies him as the Onesimus who became Bishop
of Ephesus some 60 years later. Whatever becamenpthe message that Saint Paul was moved to
compose on behalf of Onesimus constitutes oneeobdst letters ever written describing the intggrit
and responsibility necessary to embrace the Gasitsl totality (authentic discipleship).

In Christ’s love,

Pray Fr. Bob
logether.
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Sunday, September 5 ~ Twenty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
NO PSR (Children’s Liturgy begins Sept. 12)
8:30 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass
11:30 a.m. Hispanic PSR Open House
1:00 p.m. Misa en Espafiol
2:30 p.m. Quinceafiera/Chapel
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir Practice
5:00 p.m. Mass
Monday, September 6 ~ LABOR DAY
Parish Office Closed / School Closed
8:00 a.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. English Second Language/Joseph Room
Tuesday, September 7
8:00 a.m. Mass
1:00 p.m. Bunco/Joseph Room
2:00 p.m. School Choir Practice
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts/Multipurpose Room
7:00 p.m. Misa en Espafol
7:00 p.m. Breaking Open the Word/Parish Offie
8:00 p.m. Holy Hour in Spanish/Chapel
Wednesday, September 8
6:30 a.m. Mass
7:00 a.m. Men'’s Fellowship/Joseph Room
9:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. English Second Language/Joseph Room
5:30 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Scout Leaders Meeting/Church Office
7:00 p.m.Long Range Planning Meeting/Mary Room
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Thursday, September 9
7:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. ELC Portraits/Parish Hall
8:00 a.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. English Second Language/Joseph Room
6:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting/Mary Room
7:00 p.m. Xavier Singers
Friday, September 10
7:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. ELC Portraits/Parish Hall
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. English Second Language/Joseph Room
Saturday, September 11
Coffee and Doughnuts-reception after all Masses
this weekend in the Parish Hall
3:30 p.m.-4:15 p.m. Confessions
4:30 p.m. Mass
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Hispanic Youth Protection
Training/Joseph Room
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Special Night Out/Gym
Sunday, September 12 ~ Twenty-fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
PSR / Children’s Liturgy / Hispanic PSR Begins
8:30 a.m. Mass
9:45 a.m. Confirmation Parents Meeting/Paristall
9:45 a.m. Theology of the Body/Mary Room
11:00 a.m. Mass
1:00 p.m. Misa en Espariol
1:00 p.m. Marriage Encounter Meeting/Mary Room
3:00 p.m. Travel Meeting/Joseph Room
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir Practice
5:00 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Youth Group/Parish Hall

The flowers on the altar this
weekend are given
in loving memory of
Patsy Grover
by Carl Grover and Family.
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Monday, September 6th
in observance of Labor Day

~

RCIA—Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
If you or someone you know would like to
learn more about the Catholic faith, please
call the Parish Office at 871-1153 for mors¢
information. RCIA will begin
Wednesday, September 15th at
7pmin the Joseph Room.

11”4

RCIA

==
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Special Night Outis a program sponsored by

Family Life ministries. On the 2nd Saturday of
the month, child care will be provided for famj-
lies that have children with special needs. Chil;
dren with disabilities, as well as there siblings
will have a night of fun in the parish gym and
nursery. Child care begins at 6:00 PM and will
end at 9:00 PM. Please call Dan and Mary Roth
at the Family Life office at 803-5425 for more
information.

Vocation View— You have one precious life to
give. How do you choose to offer it to God?
Are you willing to accept the challenges of
discipleship? (Luke 14:25-33) We pray for
spiritual companions, may they depend on the
Holy Spirit as guide.

Sponsored by the SerralCl

%

BUNCO RETURNS!
s TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH
RN 1:00 P.M ~ JOSEPH ROOM
For more information contact Nicki
Brasfield, 956-9414 or Mary Behan, 956-9499.

WA=

P The Parish is in need of volunteers that
a are willing to help wash and iron the
r linens we use at each Mass. Instruc-
l tions will be provided. If you are inter-
S ested in helping, please contact the
He Parish Office, 871-1153.
THIS WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 4 & 5
!
" #
#
$ % & 'O*+,-+ "
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We offer sympathy and pray for the
happy repose of the souls of ~

+Dorothy Fredella, mother of Todd &
Laureen Fredella; grandmother of Ryan,
Patrick, and Sean Fredella, and
Emilia Muga

+Warren Breneman, father of
Kristin Staskowski

+Carolyn Lueken, step-mother of Ken Lueken,

Suzanne Needham, and Lou Ann Craig;
daughter-in-law of Mary Lou Lueken

+Randy Poteete, husband of Holly Poteete,
father of Taylor, brother of Larry Poteete

+Virginia Gallo, mother of Ken &

Anthony Gallo, and Elizabeth King;
grandmother of Anthony Gallo &
Grant King
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Monday, September 6

8:00 a.m. Theresa DeMarco (RIP)
Tuesday, September 7

8:00 a.m. Thomas Thornton, Jr. (RIP)

7:00 p.m. Bonnie Hodges (RIP)
Wednesday, September 8

6:30 a.m. Joseph Feeley (RIP)

9:00 a.m. Peace in Cuba (INT)

5:30 p.m. Bud Hamel (RIP)
Thursday, September 9

8:00 a.m. Haydee Castro (RIP)

5:30 p.m. Celeste Hayden (INT)
Friday, September 10

8:00 a.m. Charles Henry Morris (RIP)
Saturday, September 11

4:30 p.m. Henning Family (INT)
Sunday, September 12

8:30 a.m. Nell Petitjean (RIP)
11:00 a.m. Bob Morawski (RIP)

1:00 p.m. For the Parish

5:00 p.m. Michael McCarthy (RIP)

Stewardship Report for August 28 & 29
Offertory: $22,128

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK

Fr. Jim Mulvaney John Hankins
Monserrat Grece Perez Rhiannon Johnson
Aguilar Van Marcus
Joseline Perez Aguilar Bob McBride
Karen Michelle Perez Richard Mickwee

Aguilar Rob Rookis
Tom Banks Jean Salidas
Wally Barker Debbie Sawyer
Carole Bergeron Phyllis Scalici

Cyril Bergeron
Vincent Bordenca

Evelyn Schmalz
Meredith Schutts

Dr. Cecil Coghlan Fe Smith
Liliana Fabré Angie Sullivan
Frank Fredella T. J. Willings
Patty Gilbert Mary Zicarelli

George Hackney
Martha Hale

W& Please keep the following brave people in

[ your prayers who are serving our

] S country:

Anthony Pallading son of Tom & Teresa Palladino

Marshall Buford, son of Sherrill Ford

Michael Shell grandson of Tom & Virginia Swatek

Christopher Sabensgrandson of Vincent Bordenca

Michael Jones grandson of Annette Butero

Dylan Mack, son of John & Elaine Mack

Chris Knudsen son-in-law of Tony & Marilyn Left

Joshua Robertason of Frank & Barbara Roberta

Michael & Steven Parksons of Dr. Paul & Kay Park

Jan K. Gleiman son-in-law of George & Sharon Gilmore

Taylor Prewettgodson of Peggy Trechsel

Paul Byrne Ill, son of Linda & the late Matt Byrne & the
grandson of Jane & Paul Byrne, Sr.

John Matthew Oliver nephew of Michael & Jennifer Oliver

Scott Natter cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan

Joseph Nattercousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan

Kelly Natter, cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan

Courtney Natter cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan

Jackie Natter cousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan

Tommy Landerscousin of Fr. Bob Sullivan

Kate Jensendaughter of Steve Jensen

James Venableson of Kathryn Venable

Morgan Jordan nephew of Sue Goodman

Wade Edwardsnephew of Mr. & Mrs. Harry Rucks

Adam Bertellg grandson of Onzelle Bertella

Christopher Sherwoodgreat-nephew of Jeanne Brown

Timothy Loney cousin of Jeanne Brown

David C. Behangrandson of Mary Behan

Ross V. Gaglianpson of John & Penny Gagliano

Sam N. Alfano, Jr nephew of Paul & Teena Scalici

Stephen LeBlancnephew of Jeannie Petitjean

James Stanley Mackin Il} grandson of Stan & Mary Jo
Mackin

Jeffrey M. Walker, son of Jeannie Walker

Tyler S. Brasfield grandson of Nicki Brasfield

Anthony Andreottj great-nephew of Jeanne Brown

James M. Stamperson of James & Mary Stamper

Andrew Gravleenephew of Norman Miranda

Lt. Loring S. Jones IV godchild of Rissett Gutierrez

Douglas Wozniakgrandson of Bill Coughlin

Timothy V. Wallace nephew of Evie V. Guevara

Gene Ledetson of Greg & Janet Ledet

Marita Lopez niece of Greg & Janet Ledet

Stephen Reifstegkcousin of Nancy Wooldridge

Andrew Starretf grandnephew of Clement, Viola & Mary
Anne Laurence

Teresa Diane Davisniece of Frank & Barbara Roberta

John R. Lehman |, son of John & Josie Lehman

Scott Yarbrograndson of Edith Waldrop

Larry West, Jr.,grandson of Louise West

Joshua Hanson grandson of Marion Hartley
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The teachers are selecting a “Student of the Students are now required to wear
Week” for those that are doing a great job “Uniform Best” on school Mass days.
with our theme. This month our focus is Uniform Bestincludes a tie and pants for
“Do hard things that take you outside your the boys, and jumpers and skirts for the
comfort zone.” It reminds us that the life girls. Everyone is always welcome to
of Christ is not easy, but rather a join us for our school Mass each
challenge. Join us in doing challenging Wednesday at 9 a.m.

things that bring you closer to Jesus.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

*MONDAY, SEPT. 6TH
LABOR DAY-NO SCHOOL

*WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 8TH
SCHOOL MASS AT 9AM

*MONDAY, SEPT. 20TH
SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
Sunday, Sept 12 All 9"-12" grade students are invited to join us for our Higool Youth
Kick-Off, 6 pm in the Parish Hall
Wednesday, Sept"15All 6"-8th grade students are invited to join us for Middle School
Youth Group Kick-Off, 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall
Sunday, Sept 19thligh School Cookout at the Kononchek’s houserdpan Mass. For address
and more information, contact the youth office
Friday, Sept 2%: 9"-12" Grade Lock-In, 7pm
Oct. 8-10" — High School Fall Retreat

Girls’ Group: Starts September 21sDur Girls’ Group is open to all girls if"8L.2" grade.
Join us for discussions, service projects, andfutron the town. The goal is to give girls a chatace
discuss the topics that interest them and the ssthey face in a Christian environment in whichythe
can help each other to grow as women of God.

Theology of the Body for TeensSunday, September 12inthe Mary Room beginning at
9:45 a.m. with Ben and Alicia Sampedro. The clessonly 12 meetings. Both new students as well
as those who attended last fall are welcome toysiitheology of the Body for Teepsesents the
two hottest topics on the planet--God and sex--amfries" them through Pope John Paul II's com-
pelling vision for love and lifeTheology of the Body for Teeaisswers the questions teens have about
relationships, issues on sexual morality, and Hoay tvere uniquely created for greatness.

Contact Alicia Sampedro, Youth Director, for marérmation or to sign up your child for
one of our programs or events. Emaiduth@sfxbirmingham.com Phone: 803-5402.
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PSR Special Needs ClassStarting in September
the PSR will offer a religious education class fd
)

r / St. Ann’s Knitting Guild— For all
H ,\{ who enjoy handwork and those wh
S 3@

special needs students. If you or someone Y

O

know might be interested in such a program, plda would like to learn. We meet on the
We would like to offer a one-to-one teacher//| 5t 11a.m. in the Joseph Rodor more info,

student learning environment and so your emditontact Suzanne Arguello at 414-9673.
will help us to gauge the interest in the progran.

()]

—

“YOU'LL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN ” This is the comment many people make who have
traveled to the Holy Land. The St. Francis Xavier T  rippers accompanied by Father John McDonald will
be traveling to Israel and the Holy Land next sprin g departing April 27 and returning May 5, 2011.

Walk in the footsteps of the Lord with you fri  ends! Nine days including visits to Caesarea, Naz-
areth, the Basilica of the Annunciation, Cana, Tibe rias, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, Sea of Gali-
lee, Transfiguration Church, Tel Megiddo, Jaffa, Je  rusalem, Mount of Olives, Via Dolorosa, Church of
the Holy Sepulcher, Wailing Wall, Mount Zion, Bethl  ehem, and the Church of the Nativity.

Per person rates: Double $3199; single $3699; Triple 3169 (terms). Included in the price: hote |
transfers, hotels, land tour with professional tour guide, round trip from Birmingham Airport, 15
meals! For complete details, come to a travel show on Sunday, September 12th at 3 pm in the Jo-
seph Room. See slides of where you will visit, have guestions answered by our travel representative.

For further information, contact Deacon George at9  67-0900 or email gnm13@att.net. Limited space -
reserve early!

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
meetings are held every Tuesdpy

evening at 7pm in the Parish
Office conference room. Pleage
plan to participate in this discus
sion group that focuses on the upcoming Surjday
Scripture readings.

Have you begun to read the Bible only to lose intest?

If you have ever wanted to read the Bible but séobip frustration or confusion thdine Bible
Timeline studys for you. This study makes reading the Bible ondlyy easy but even exciting.
The Bible was not written as a linear story, so nvhwst people start to read it they quickly lose
the narrative thread. But ifhe Bible Timelingrou will get the “big picture” of salvation his-
tory. Perhaps for the first time in your life youllunderstand the overview of the Bible
story.The Bible Timelinestudy will be offered at SFX on Tuesday evenings:30 p.m. start-

ing September 14th with a second session Satuat&®/80 a.m. To learn more, call Mark
McCoy at 661-3693 or emdiFXBibleStudy@gmail.com
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Mr. and Mrs. Scott W. Boomhover
LaRae Bosch
Margaret Veith
Mr. and Mrs. Quang T. Lam
Mr. Thomas O. and Dr. Anne Oberheu Plou
Kim Broughton
Mr. and Mrs. D. Maxwell Hilsman
Mr. Andy R. Rothery

—

Mryda Diego & Juan Jose Flores Perez
Joy Elizabeth Roberta & Jacob Abner Bak
Kari Marie Koenig & Kevin Daniel Cook
Imelda Alcantara & Abelardo Garcia

Macy, daughter of David & Erir
Stricklin

Henry O’Brien, son of Jason &
Amanda Farrell

Sawyer Brasher, son of Samue

& Leah Holmes

Eleanor Elizabeth, daughter of John & Anne

£ Natter

Carter Anthony, son of Jeremy & Bonnie
Moore

Crawford James, son of Christopher &
Meredith Robbins

Jocelyn Irene Cervantes, daughter of Roma
Cervantes & Maria Luviano

Aday Hernandez, son of Jose L. Hernandez
& Carmela Velazquez

Evelyn Jaimes-Paz, daughter of Humberto
Jaimes & Ericka Cristal Paz

Mario Martinez Rivas, son of Mario Martinez

& Maria del Carmen Rivas

Sayda Marilu Melgar, daughter of Zoila
Melgar

Alexander Mendez Palacios, son of Bulfarnc
Mendez & Nereyda Palacios

Iris Joely Ortega Chamarro, daughter of
Adrian Roque & Veronica Chamarro

Adrian Joel Roque Chamarro, son of Adrian

€ Roque & Veronica Chamarro

Aerelyn Pantoja, daughter of Manuel Pantoj
& Maria Edith Mercado

Alexander Ramirez Ayala, son of Francisco
Ramirez & Maria del Socorro Ayala

Nataly Dareth Reyes Gil, daughter of Octav
Reyes & Lucero Gil

Vanessa Noemi Tafoya, daughter of Salvadg
Tafoya & Veronica Amador

Yadira Torrijos Zamora, daughter of Mario
Torrijos & Araceli Zamora

Allison Vidales Pifia, daughter of Waltie Omj

Vidales & Silvia Pina

n

0
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Extraordinary _
Date Ministers of Lectors Altar Servers Ushers Greeters| Sacristans
Holy Communion
Sat. J. Gurley B. Herlihy SS—M. Fullan J. Coleman llI K. Collier M. Sharbel
Sept. 11 B. Herlihy F. Savage CB-B. McPherson | C. Grover W. Connery |I. Shine
' F. Savage C. Herlihy AS-J. Gurley J. Coleman Jr. [S. Mangina [M. Delgado
_ G. Savage AS—H. Hardy S. Gurley
4:30 pm |p. Scalici B. McLean
M. N. Sellers C. Sellers
M. Thornton* M. Serra
J. Tamburello
Sunday [B. Baylot J. Nicholson |SS-A. Brown M. Anderton E. Klein
Sept. 12 D. Baylot R. M. Sacco |CB-M. Brown Jr. |F. Feagin J. Miree
' A. Brown M. Brown AS-J. Blum K. Giglio L. Nicholson
_ J. Feagin AS—K. Brown J. Hinnegan
8:30 am |g. Moore J. Lavette
D. Schilleci C. Romei
B. Semk H. Williams
S. Spielberger M. Williams
A. Troncale*
Sunday |M. Behan* S. Rookis SS-B. Lanzi C. Alvey A. Vaphiades
Sept. 12 S. Curtin D. Schmalz CB-M. Lanzi A. Falletta E. Welsh
V. Laurence A. Rohling AS-L. Wolter B. Kattus
N. Orr AS-E. Wolter M. Keely
11am |\, L. Rohling D. Pappas
M. A. Shows B. Parish
N. Smith D. Schmalz
L. Sparks S. Williams
P. Sparks
Sunday [J. Biasini* T. Harris SS—K. Harris Need Volunteers |L. DeGuenthe
Sept. 12 V. Linder K. Tew CB-C. Weldon M. Vucovich
A. Linder J. Walston AS-J. Tew
] T. Palladino AS-E. Tew
5:00 pm g peterson
Y. Peterson
J. Walston
e e e e e e o
I HAVE YOU RECENTLY MOVED? I
: PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR PARISH RECORDS CURRENT! :
| (PLEASE PRINT) |
| NAME: TEL. # !
I |
: OLD ADDRESS: :
: NEW ADDRESS !
: MAIL TO: SFX, 2 XAVIER CIRCLE, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35213 ~ OR DR® IN THE OFFERTORY. :
| |
I I
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The 8:30 a.m. Choir (Xavier Singers) will resumagtice on Thursday, Septem-

ber 9th at 7 p.m. Xavier Singers sing mostly wtfitl piano, guitar, and bass and

would welcome any additional singers! Practicetf@ 11 a.m. Choir (SFX
Choir) is on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. during the scheal and will resume on September 8th. This
group sings traditional music along with a few otblassical pieces. The organ is the instrument of
choice at this Mass. Our newly formed Youth/Pr&seir practices every Sunday at 4 p.m. before
Mass. We welcome any teens and young adultsnaugi We always welcome new members! Our
choirs love the challenge of learning new songs félowship of friends, while keeping their focus
on the service of God. Periodically, the choirl @@mbine to sing at a special service, especially
during Holy Week. Visit the church website undnistries/Liturgical Ministries/Music Ministryor
more information or email: music@sfxbirmingham.coMusic Coordinator: Nancy Grundhoefer

CATHOLIC BOOKS TO READ
Fr. Bob’'s Book Club

Sept. A New Song for the Loroy Pope Benedic
XVI

Aug. The Jesuit Guide to Almost Everything: A
Spirituality for Real Lifeoy James Martin,
S. J.

July Lord, To Whom Shall We Go? Lessons fflom
the Apostle Petdsy Abp. Timothy Dolan

ads do not print
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